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From the President                        
Carolyn Martchenke 

 
“25 years of painting” 

 
 Our Fort Worth Chapter of Decorative Painters is 
now in its 25th year.   We will celebrate this joyous event by 
“Honoring the Past ….. and Serving the Future.”  
 Just think of how many of us have been decorative 
painters in our Chapter over the years.  And, how many of us 
have served our Chapter several times and in many ways such 
as ….. Hospitality ….. Ways and Means ….. Library ….. etc. 
….. and even as an Officer.   
 Thank you to those who are serving as Officers and 
Committee Chairs this year.  Their names are listed elsewhere 
in this Newsletter.  There are still some “opportunities” for 
folks to serve as committee chairs. 
 Our Chapter cannot exist without the loving, talented 
and dedicated people who volunteer, some, year after year 
after year, to do the behind the scenes work that is necessary 
for all of us to have the awesome fun that we all enjoy.   
 
 Yvonne Lowrie is chairing our 25th Anniversary 
Committee ……… to “Honor Our Past.”  You will hear from 
her when she has recovered from hip replacement surgery.  
You can “Serve the Future” by continuing to encourage your 
friends, neighbors, etc. to learn to paint.  
 Again this year our Chapter Directory will be 
emailed to members.  Members who do not have email 
addresses will receive a free printed copy of the Directory.  
Others who have email, but would also like a printed copy, 
may pay $2.50 for a directory.   
 I am pleased to report that Shirley Wiesman has 
agreed to paint a jewelry armoire for our major fund raiser.  
All of our members will be encouraged to paint a piece of 
jewelry to include in the armoire. 
 
 Our seminar with Bobbie Campbell is only two 
months away…… March 26, 27 & 28.  She will be teaching 
us how to use the new Traditions paints.  On Friday evening 
(6:00 to 10:00) she will teach the technique of painting to look 
like granite ware.  This session is $20.  Saturday and Sunday’s 
sessions are $35 each.  See separate article elsewhere. 
 LaRue Hughes and Cindy Creswell will teach our 
January project……… LaRue’s vine with flowers that she 
paints on Memory Boxes. 
 

 
 
 
 I look forward to seeing many, many of you at our 
first meeting of our 25th Anniversary Year. 
       

 ��������
 
 

 

www.fwdecorativepainters.com 

Everyone brings to meeting: 
     Painting supplies (see programs article) 
     Money for Bobbie Campbell Seminar 
     $2.50 for prepayment of Directory 
 
Board Members bring to meeting: 
     Snacks for social time (I have beverages) 
     Raffle item 
     Door Prize 
     2 Tacky Wood pieces 
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Membership News  
 
Happy 25th Anniversary, Fort Worth Decorative 
Painters! This is going to be an exciting year! 
So far, we have 35 paid members for 2010 - which 
is a pretty good start. However, we still have over 
20 people from last year who haven't yet renewed.  
Please spread the word to your friends that we'd 
love to have them return for this exciting 
anniversary year. Also, if you haven't already 
confirmed your information for the 
directory/handbook - please send an email or 
confirm with Donna or Suzanne at the Membership 
table during the January meeting. We want to get 
the handbook ready as soon as possible.  
We will be sending an electronic version of the 
directory this year, to save the cost of printing so 
many. If you would prefer to receive a hard copy, 
please bring $2.50 and pay at the Membership table 
(we'll give you a receipt). These will be the 
4.5"x5.5" directories that will fit in your small 3-
ring binders from a couple years ago.  
For the January meeting: Please remember to sign-
in at the Membership table and introduce yourself to 
Donna Armstrong. (New Co-Vice President 
Membership) so she can begin to learn everyone's 
names. Donna and I will be available to answer any 
questions you may have about Membership.  
 
Suzanne King 
Co-Vice President Membership 

2010 Directory   
 
Time to update your information for the directory as 
we celebrate our 25th Chapter Anniversary.  Please 
verify your name, address, phone # and email 
address at the sign in table at the January meeting.  
If everything is correct put a �  next to your name.   
We will also have cameras ready to update your 
photo.  Look for Suzane Godley or me if you would 
like a new photo in the directory. 
 
Suzane Godley and I will be available to take new 
photos for the directory.  It will be a good time to 

update your photo.   Printed copies will be available 
at the March meeting. 
 
Sharlene King 
Directory Editor 
 

Programs 
  
This month LaRue Hughes is going to demonstrate 
the Heart Wreath that she has put on memory 
boxes.  I know that there will be a LOT of valuable 
information and helpful hints shared with this 
lesson.  The background for these uses all or most 
of the colors in the wreath and I am looking forward 
to learning how she gets them so soft.   
  
This will also be a good lesson for those of us that 
have not mastered the grapevine wreath or any vine 
for that matter.  I know I will be taking lots of 
notes.  This can be painted on the surface of your 
choice. 
  
We are in need of teachers for 2010 and 2011.   
Carolyn and I will be asking lots of you to step up 
and teach this year and next.  Please say yes :)  Call 
one of us if you would like to volunteer before we 
ask. 
  
Dusti Dancer 
Programs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 
25 – Bettye Stevens 

January 
19 – Linda Crawford 
24 – Marita Richardson 
30 - Doiline Eatman 
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Memory Boxes 
 

Ladies, I realize how hectic and demanding our 
lives have become and I know there are few 
moments to leisurely sit and paint for yourself. So, 
the Board and I THANK YOU and applaud your 
kindness. Here's another way to contribute to the 
memory box program. You can donate funds to 
offset cost, donate coupons or buy the box yourself 
and I'll find painting hands. The nurses have been 
helpful in base coating. I have found the boxes from 
Joann's are not as flimsy as Hobby Lobby and don't 
warp as much. Whatever you can do to help our on-
going program is sincerely appreciated. 
 
Cindi Creswell 
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February Project – Nancy Genetti 

This is the snowman I painted for the quilt last year 
so I will be using Deco-Art Fabric Paints. The 
original was done on wood with acrylics.  You may 
paint on wood or other surface if desired, but I will 
be teaching on fabric.  You will need to provide 
your own paints, so I will put a supply list in next 
month's newsletter for both fabric and acrylics.   

 Start looking for a surface now.  Mine is painted on 
a denim shirt.   The design is about 9" square. 

 You are Cordially Invited..... 
Yes, I realize Christmas has come 
and gone with a bang. BUT the 
wheels are moving for this years 

grand event. At our next meeting I 
will be conducting a survey to see 

what's important to you at the 
Christmas party so it can be a 

success for YOU and the Chapter. 
Our theme this year, (drum roll...) 

" SANTAS, PENGUINS AND 
BEARS, OH MY!" So save the 
date of December 13th. If you 

would like to join the Christmas 
committee and help create this 

incredible party, let me know and 
I'll share my secret plans of 

attack. 
 

Shhhh, 
Cindi Creswell 

�

Library 
 
As we begin our new year, we have a new budget 
for books and videos. I will make grand attempts 
to bring books that pertain to either the season or 
subject of the program. Our good friend, Peggy 
Harris, from Kansas City, and sponsored by Plaid, 
conducted a 3 day workshop for the Bluebonnet 
Chapter in October 2009. Peggy donated 2 of her 
DVD's to our Fort Worth chapter's library. They 
are " Volume 1 Bird and Cat ", and " Paint with 
Love  Deer and Dog ".  
If you would like to check out one of these or 
other tapes and videos with a $25.00 security 
check, contact me by 6:00 pm SATURDAY 
before the meeting so I have a chance to locate the 
material.  Email me at  cidnboo@att.net or call  
817 244-0135. Check out the website for a listing 
of what's in the library at  
fwdecorativepainters.com 
Thanks, 
Cindi Creswell 
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JANUARY PROJECT BY LARUE HUGHES 
Heart Flower Vine 

 
"Painted with Heart" ~ This design is by Jamie Mills-Price and is in the Aug. 2002 Q& E Painting magazine.  If 
you have it, bring it with you.. 
 
This design is painted on a mottled background.  I found it easier to use a sea sponge and thin paint to achieve 
this background. 
  
Supplies: Deco Art Americana acrylics 
Antique Mauve, Burnt Umber, Buttermilk, French Grey Blue, Hauser Light Green, Plantation Pine & Soft 
Black. 
  
Brushes: 
#3 round, 10/0 script liner, #2,4,6 #8 flat & 3/4-1 In. wash. 
  
Misc. 
Sea sponge (for Mottling process) and regular painting supplies.  Extra hair dryer would be handy. 
  
Surface: 
Memory box or surface of your choice, sealed and base coated in Buttermilk before class. 
  
 Please have patience with me, this is my first attempt to teach!!!. 
LaRue 
 
*Pattern and instructions are also available on the Chapter website ~ www. fwdecorativepainters.com 
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Pattern for grapevine heart wreath.  Re-size to fit your project.  Or print a little larger size from the Chapter 
website.  www.fwdecorativepainters.com 
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TACKY WOOD 
 

January is the month for the Tacky Wood Event.  
Board Members are asked to bring 2 pieces of tacky 
wood wrapped in a plain brown bag.  Why is it 
called “tacky wood”?  Because you no longer have 
a pattern for it, or you now think that this is no 
longer something you’d like to paint.  Members 
who participate will select a piece of “tacky wood” 
 

and bring it back in May painted and made  
beautiful!  You can add to the piece of tacky wood 
but you cannot take away from it. 
 
Join in the fun, and plan to be a winner in the tacky 
wood event at the January meeting.  It’s great fun!!!  

 
 

 
 

Chapter Service Award 
 

FWDP member SANDRA PERRY was 
awarded the 2009 Chapter Service Award.  
The award was given to Sandra for her 
dependability and loyalty to the chapter over 
the last year (and in all fairness, for many 
years!) Overall the award is for “outstanding 
service” to the Chapter and is based on the 
nominee’s history of service and 
involvement to/with the chapter. 
Congratulations Sandra!!! 
 

 
Sandra Perry & Suzane Godley 

 

 
 
 

 
Treasurer's Report 
as of December 31, 2009 

 
Checking         $ 5,260.49 
Money Mrkt    $ 5,192.36 
Total assets:    $10,452.85 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

** Donna Armstrong would like to 
invite members to join her for a 

morning of painting each Monday 
from 9-12.  She paints with the senior 
citizens at their center in Watauga.  
See Donna for more information. **

If you know the email address for a past 
member and (with permission) are willing 
to share it, please submit to Suzane 
Godley.  We will send them a free 
newsletter in 2010.  We’d like to try to 
generate interest and see if we can get 
them to re-join the Chapter again. Send to: 
newsletters@fwdecorativepainters.com 
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MRS. SANTA’S KITCHEN 
 

Our special appreciation goes to Yvonne Lowrie for chairing and Louise Smith for 
co-chairing our Christmas Party – “Mrs. Santa’s Kitchen.”  We had lots of food, fun and 
friendship.  Many of our awesome Chapter members participated in this party…… from 
painting favors and centerpieces……….. to bringing food and cleaning up the kitchen.  
You are the best!!! 
 Special thanks to these ladies who donated items for the Silent Auction: 
    
Donna Altwein (2 items) 
Donna Armstrong (2 items) 
Linda Crawford (2 items) 
Peggy Gilliland 
Janet Hughes 
LaRue Hughes (2 items) 
Sandra Perry (5 items) 
Bettye Stevens 
Beth Stodieck 
B.J. Swierk (2 items) 
Shirley Wiesman) 
Beverly Wilson 
I apologize if I have left someone off this list.  Please let me know. 
 
  Carolyn 
 

A BIG thank you 
to all those that 
made the 
Christmas party a 
HUGE success! 



Page 10 of 12 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING  
OF THE FORT WORTH DECORATIVE PAINTERS 

November, 16, 2009, Fort Worth Botanic Garden 
 

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by the president, Pam Martinez; secretary was present.  
Following items of business were discussed: 

 
1. October Minutes:  were printed in the Newsletter; Donna Altwein made a motion to accept as printed; second; 

on vote, carried. 
2. Treasurer’s Report:  Janet Hughes reported our balance:  checking acct., $5,829.23; Money Market Savings:  

$5,190.15; total assets; $11,019.38; report will be filed for audit; also reminded members to giver her expense 
claims tonight to get reimbursed for this year. 

3. Membership:  Suzanne King reported 31 members in attendance and one new member, Jan Handley; 
reminded everyone that 2010 dues are delinquent as of December 31. 

4. Christmas Party:  Yvonne Lowrie reviewed the important points: date, December 14; time 6:00 p.m.; sign up 
for food to let committee know how many will be in attendance; sign up for cookie exchange with Beth 
Stodieck.  Sharlene King noted that food sign-up sheet is also posted on Chapter website. 

5. Chapter Star Award: Suzane Godley is chair and asked for nominations; has nomination sheet available. 
6. Sunshine:  Vera Hudnall reported that most hospitalizations will not occur until later in the year; Stodieck 

reported she has a new position as head nurse with Care Van. 
7. Memory Boxes/Library: Cindi Creswell noted there is a video still out; Lowrie has brought several painted 

boxes from Yellow Rose Chapter. 
8. Door prizes:  Jody Pate gave out door prizes to:  Yvonne Lowrie, Peggy Gilliland, Shirley Wiesman, Jeanette 

Johnson, and Sandra Perry. 
9. Historian:  Sherida D’Ambra asked for pictures of events; can be e-mailed to her. 
 
10.  Seminar:  Donna Altwein reported the seminar with Bobbie Campbell is scheduled for March 27-28; has 

pictures for voting tonight for pieces to be taught; paint will be supplied by Deco Art. 
11. Ways & Means, Annual:  Beth Stodieck has the quilt tonight; winner is Linda Crawford.  Jeanette Johnson 

and Donna Armstrong won tote bags (of quilt material) for selling the most tickets; Twila Reed won drawing 
for tote bag for selling all of tickets. 

12. Ways & Means Monthly:  items won by Beth Stodieck, Juanita Muñóz, Jeanette Johnson and Cindi Creswell. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Election of Officers:  Nominating Committee presented proposed slate of officers: Carolyn Martchenke, president; 
Dusti Dancer, vice president, programs; Suzanne King and Donna Armstrong, co-vice-presidents, membership; 
Jeanette Johnson, treasurer, and Jody Pate, secretary.  Martinez asked for nominations from the floor for each 
office; there being no further nominations, Beth Stodieck made a motion to accept the slate by acclamation; 
second; on vote, carried without dissent. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to the evening’s program taught by Mary Ann Rice, 7:24 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sandra Perry 
Recording Sec 
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Budget will be voted on at the 
January 2010 Meeting. 
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2010 Dates to Remember 
 

January 25 – Heart Vine project taught by LaRue Hughes 
February 1 – Board Meeting at Prevent Blindness 
February 15 – Snowman taught by Nancy Genetti 
February 22 – Board Meeting at Prevent Blindness 
March 26, 27 & 28 – Bobbie Campbell Seminar  

What to bring to the next meeting: 
 
Painting Supplies 
Ticket money for Monthly raffle 
Door Prize – Bring one you would like to win 
Show and Tell for Hospitality Table 
$2.50 for directory 
Seminar fee for Bobbie Campbell Seminar 
$25 for dues if you have not paid  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next Meeting January 25, 2010 
6:00 P.M. – 6:30 P.M. Social-Time�
6:30 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. Business Meeting 
~ Project immediately following ~ 

2010 Board 
President – Carolyn Martchenke 

VP Programs – Dusti Dancer 
VP Membership – Suzanne King & 

Donna Armstrong 
Secretary – Jody Pate 

Treasurer – Jeanette Johnson 
 
Committees: 
25th Anniversary – Yvonne Lowrie    Newsletter Editor – Suzanne Godley  
Annual Fund Raiser – Beth Stodieck   Parliamentarian – Yvonne Lowrie 
Christmas Party – Cindi Creswell    Seminars – Donna Altwein (Spring) open 
Door Prizes – Mary Helen Horne    Service Project – Kitty Bookout 
Historian – Connie Bartch     Summer PaintIn – Beth Stodieck 
Hospitality – open     State Fair – Sharlene King 
Library – Cindy Creswell     Sunshine – Barbara Clark 
Memory Boxes – Cindi Creswell    Table Attendants - open 
Make it – Take it – open     Tole Month - open 
Member Directory – Sharlene King    Telephone - open 
Monthly Raffle – Vera Hudnall    Website & Publicity – Suzane Godley 


