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FWDP 

 

FORT WORTH DECORATIVE PAINTERS 
January 2009                                         VOLUME 24, Issue 1 

 

From the President 
Pam Martinez 

 
Our transitional board meeting 
was held on Saturday, 1-10-09.   
Many of our board members have 
shared plans for this year.  Please 
read the complete newsletter to 
see what great ideas we have.  
 
 

Each January the FWDP Board members provide 
food for the chapter.  This is always a special treat.  
A signup sheet for future chapter meetings will be 
available.  Please take part.  Almost everyone visits 
our Hospitality Table.  For those who work, it is 
almost a necessity. 
 
There are several Board positions still open.  
Hospitality and Table Attendants are two that most 
concern me.  We will have food and plastic table 
covers this month.  In February, volunteers will be 
needed to take the responsibility of the positions or 
take the supplies home and bring to Chapter 
meeting in February. 
 
My Theme for this 2009’s painting projects is “A 
Year of Holidays”.  Connie Bartch has a lovely 
project for January celebrating Valentine’s Day.  
Get all the details elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
Saturday, January 31st, 5:00 until 10:00pm we will 
meet at Prevent Blindness to paint Memory Boxes.    
Bring your brushes and paint.  Boxes are provided. 
 
Quote for this month, “Be kinder than necessary, 
for everyone you meet is fighting some kind of 
battle”.                  

 
 

2009 Board 
Pam Martinez, President 
Carolyn Martchenke, President Elect/V.P. Programs 
Suzanne King, Membership 
Sandra Perry, Secretary 
Janet Hughes, Treasurer 
Directory, Summer Paint In: Beth Stodieck 
Door Prizes: Jody Pate 
Historian: Sherida D’Ambra 
Library, Memory Boxes: Cindi Creswell 
Make it/Take it: Mary Jo Jung 
Newsletter - Sharlene King 
Parliamentarian: Yvonne Lowrie 
Publicity: Carolyn Martchenke 
Seminars: Donna Altwein 
Sunshine: Vera Hudnall: 
Telephone: Mary Ann Rice 
Ways & Means/Monthly: Dusti Dancer 
Ways & Means/Annual: Beth Stodieck 
Web Mistress: Suzane Godley 
OPEN: Community Service, Christmas Party, 
Decorative Painting Month, Hospitality, Table 
Attendants  

 
 
 

What to bring to next meeting: 
 
Painting Supplies (see details on page 3)  
Tacky Wood 
Food or Drink for Hospitality Table 
Raffle Items  
Door Prize – Bring one you would like to win 
Ticket money for monthly raffle 
Show and Tell Decorations for Hospitality Table 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunshine News 
 

Dusti Dancer had foot surgery recently and is not 
really mobile as yet. 
 
Dear Ft. Worth Chapter Members, 
I want to thank-you all for all your kind words, 
letters, messages and prayers on behalf of our 
family. My sister, Dianna, is doing very well and is 
home now doing physical therapy.  She still has a 
ways to go but in hind sight has come so very far.  
She has voiced her thanks and gratitude for your 
prayers which we truly believe are what made this 
miracle happen. The Doctor actually stated that she 
is a miracle because according to modern medicine 
she really should not be here.  She is aware of the 
loss of our father and is doing well and adjusting. 
 
Our hearts are very full in response to the out 
pouring from our friends and families.  Thank-you 
again and know that you are in my prayers 
everyday.  
 
With love and thanks, Jan McCleery and Family 
 
 
Condolences to Mary Jo Leisure on the loss of her 
husband. 
Mary Jo Leisure 
103 East 6th, Pleasanton, KS   66075 

 

Door Prizes 
 

Hello – Hello – Here We go! 
New Year – New Projects – New friends 

Let’s think Door Prizes!! 
 

We need volunteers for each and every month.  If 
you will sign up to bring one, then you do not have 
to bring a gift when you get one – more fun – Yea!! 
 
Think also, anything that is painting oriented – 
think nice, new stuff.  (No old paint, used or 
outdated items please)  
 
Thanks for being the great group that I know you 
are! 
 
Volunteers for January: Sherida D’Ambra, Donna 
Altwein, Sharlene King, Pam Martinez, Jody 
Pate. 
 

Jody Pate 
 

 
 
 

HOSPITALITY 
Valentines Theme 

 

Each January the FWDP Board members provide 
food for the chapter.  This is always a special treat.   
 
A signup sheet for future chapter meetings will be 
available.  Please take part.  Almost everyone visits 
our Hospitality Table, so please plan to volunteer to 
bring food and/or drink to 2 or 3 meetings. 
 
We need someone to chair this important 
committee.  Please see or call Pam to volunteer. 

 
 

Please bring a dish that serves 10 – 15. 
 
 

Show and Tell items may be placed on the 
hospitality table for all to enjoy.

January 
 

Linda Crawford – 19th 
Marita Richardson – 24th 
Shirley McCarty – 27th 
Doilene Eatman – 30th 
 
February 
Betty Stevens....25 
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM - Floral Cascade taught by Connie Bartch 
Designed by Leila Lundberg (used with permission per phone call to Leila) 

 
Surface of choice, at least 6” x 6" (I used a triangle box) 
 
Palette:  
Decorart Americana:   
Antique Maroon, Base Flesh, Celery Green,  
Reindeer Moss Green, Toffee 
 
Delta Ceramcoat: 
Barn Red, Black Green, Butter Cream, Gamal Green,  
Dark Night, White 
 
Preparation: Seal and basecoat surface with Barn Red.  
Pattern will be provided at meeting 
 
Bring usual painting supplies. 

 
 

PROGRAMS - “A Year of Holidays” 
Theme for Chapter Meetings  
at Botanic Gardens, 6:00 p.m. 

 
January 26 Valentine’s Day project taught by Connie Bartch 
  Bring “tacky wood” items in a sack 
 
February 16 Patriotic Project taught by Louise Smith 
 
March 14-15 Seminar on Batik by Kathie George at  

Prevent Blindness office 
 
March 16 Easter project taught by Sharlene King 
 
April 20 Mother’s Day project taught by Cindi Creswell 
 
May 18 Paint Memory Boxes 
  Wood/Book Sale 
  Return Tacky Wood for Exchanging 
 
August 22 Summer paint-in at Prevent Blindness office 
 
September 21 Make-It-Take-It taught by Mary Jo Jung 
 
October 19 Halloween project taught by Connie Alexander 
 
November 16 Christmas project taught by Mary Ann Rice 
 
December 14 Christmas Party 

Tacky Wood is an item you 
bought in the past (wood, 
glass or tin) which you never 
found time, courage or a 
pattern to paint. 
 
Bring one wrapped in a brown 
paper bag to the January 
meeting.   
 
We’ll have a quick exchange 
at the meeting.  Then put on 
your creative thinking cap and 
turn it into something 
gorgeous.  We’ll have an 
exchange at the May meeting 
with the finished projects. 
 
Call Carolyn if you have any 
questions. 
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Well it’s a new year and a new opportunity to increase 
our knowledge of art. We are fortunate to have Kathie 
George teaching us Batik Watercolors. We have two 
days and two projects to learn this fun and different 
medium.   
 
Sign-ups begin at the January Chapter meeting and 
will continue until the Feb. meeting. All fees must be 
paid by the Feb. meeting. We will be brown bagging 
for lunch with drinks provided both days.  
 
Kathie George Seminar of Watercolor Batik 
Date:      Sat. March 14 and Sun. March 15 
Place:    Prevent Blindness in Ft. Worth, Texas 
Time:     9:00 AM till ??? on Sat. and 9:00 AM till 
afternoon on Sun. 
Fee:       $ 70.00 
 
Look at Kathie’s packets and gallery at 
www.kathiegeorge.com .  Her projects look hard but 
are for all levels, even beginners. This is fun stuff and 
our only seminar this year, so please make plans to 
attend. Join the FUN !!!!! 

 
 
 

Memory Boxes 
Ladies, 
Last year we gave 95 painted boxes between Harris Southwest and Cook's Children Hospital.. To be on the 
safe side we should have an average of 125 painted boxes for the year; this includes a few for reserve, but if 
the hospitals have a bad month we could be in trouble. This is why it is important to use our May meeting as 
a painting time to help off-set the demand. 
 
For our new members, a bit of history.  In 1997 Rosemary Armesto sent an email to ToleNet (now defunct) 
asking for a one time project to paint memory boxes for families that have lost infant children. Rosemary 
contacted an artist, Tera Leigh, for help and asked if ToleNet would help publicize the program on an 
International basis. Tera asked her mother, Marie Gimmil, to help and they contacted hospitals to see how 
many had programs. They found out too many had none. From then on Marie and Tera became the 'middle 
women' who identified hospitals with quality infant bereavement programs and guaranteed that boxes would 
be sent to them. Since June 1998 at the National Society of Decorative Painters Convention, the memory 
box artist program has shipped over 100,005 boxes to hospitals around the globe. 
 
If you would like to read more about the memory box program and see examples with patterns go to    
www.memoryboxes.org/history. We will have a painting night January 31 at 5:00pm til 9:00pm to launch 
the new year off. Join us at Prevent Blindness to help base-coat, put on patterns or paint. Thank you for your 
continuing support. 
Cindi 
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PROPOSED 2009 BUDGET 
INCOME  EXPENSES 

Christmas Party   Christmas Party Exp  
  Auction 500.00  Decorations/Raffles 400.00 
  Dinner 600.00    Dinner 600.00 
  Raffle 400.00  Contributions:  
Membership Dues     DAC 50.00 
2009 250.00  Historian 50.00 
2010 900.00  Hospitality 100.00 
Programs 0.00  Library 100.00 
Seminars 1700.00  Membership  
Ways & Means     Supplies 50.00 
  Monthly Raffle 700.00    Directory Printing 100.00 
  Annual 1448.00  Newsletter  
     Printing 75.00 
TOTAL INCOME 6498.00    Postage 65.00 
   Program Expenses  
     Program Gifts 60.00 
     Monthly Exp 25.00 
     Make-I t Take-It 50.00 
     Summer-Paint-In 100.00 
   Seminars  

     Current Year 1700.00 
     Next Yr (deposits) 200.00 
   Service Project  
     Community Service 50.00 
     Memory Boxes 150.00 
   Ways & Means  
     Monthly Raffles 25.00 
     Annual: 200.00 
   Administrative:  
     Annual Dues, SDP 35.00 
     Insurance, SDP 88.00 
     Misc 100.00 
     President 50.00 
     President's Gift 50.00 
     Rent 1700.00 
     Secretary 10.00 
     Sunshine 75.00 
     Treasurer 40.00 
     Web Site 200.00 
   TOTAL EXPENSES 6498.00 

Treasurer’s Report 
December 31, 2008 

 
Checking  $ 4,829.94  
Money Market     5,162.82  

  Total  $ 9,992.76  
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Ways and Means 
Annual Fundraisers 

 
Welcome Back!  I hope your holidays 
were as amazing as mine.  Your Board 
had a great transition meeting which 
included discussion on our fundraising 
goals for the year.  Our rent will be 
increasing just like everything else so 
our fundraising will be more important 
than ever.  We have decided to make our 
big push with a quilt raffle.  I am 
designing a quilt using our theme for the 
year, A Year Full of Holidays.  The quilt 
will have several painted and several 
pieced blocks.  I will be asking several 
of you to paint the blocks and we’ll need 
a pretty quick turn around so we can, 
hopefully, have photos of the finished 
quilt and raffle tickets to each of you 
before summer.   I’m banking on 
everyone pitching in to help with this 
raffle.  It should be terrific, something 
you’ll be proud to show your friends, 
relatives and co-workers.  There will be 
a prize for the person who sells the most 
tickets so start thinking about people you 
can sell them to.   
 In addition to the quilt we will 
continue our brush sales through Scharff 

Brushes.   I’ll have the catalogs at each 
meeting.   
 We will repeat our Wood and 
Book sale in May so start going through 
your stashes now to gather all of those 
duplicates and “What was I Thinking?” 
surfaces you want to send to new homes.   
 Our Chapter continues to be 
eligible for a rebate from Artist Club as 
long as you access their website from 
our Chapter’s website.  If you are unsure 
how to do this, ask Suzane Godley or me 
for help.   
 Also, I will be putting our 
cookbooks for sale on Ebay.  Please let 
me know if you need me to bring them 
to meetings for you to sell.  They have 
been marked down to $10 for sale to 
members.   
 We are also exploring the 
possibility of selling painted items at a 
very popular Fair this year but need to 
get clarification on their rules before we 
can be sure.   
 As you can see, it’s going to be a 
busy year and hopefully a lucrative one 
too!  Plan on doing your part to make 
FWDP a financial success!  Email me if 
you have questions.������������� Beth 

 
 
 

Library 
 
 

 
Here we are at a new year and maybe 
you've seen a CD or book that catches 
your eye and it would look great in our 
library too. Or maybe you've been 
looking for a book? Check us out and 
maybe we have it. You can go online to 
our website and check what books we 

have. Remember if you'd like me to 
bring a book to one of the meetings let 
me know by early Sunday or call me.  
 

Thanks, 
Cindi 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE FORT WORTH DECORATIVE 
PAINTERS 

November 17, 2008 
Botanic Garden, Fort Worth, Texas 

 
The meeting was opened at 6:33 p.m. by the president, Donna Altwein; secretary was 
present.  Following items of business were discussed: 

 
1. President reminded all members to purchase 

tickets for the annual fundraiser; to make 
reservations for the Christmas Party/dinner.  She 
also cautioned members about sending blanket 
e-mails regarding political action, or religious 
themes; such e-mails should be reserved for 
Chapter notices. 

2. Election of Officers:  Altwein reviewed the 
proposed slate of officers for voting:  Carolyn 
Martchenke, Vice President/Program/President-
Elect; Suzanne King, Vice 
President/Membership  
Sandra Perry, Secretary 
Janet Hughes, Treasurer. 
Pam Martinez is President/Elect.  There were no 
nominations from the floor. Sherida D’Ambra 
moved that the slate be elected by acclamation; 
second; on vote, carried without dissent. 

3. Minutes from October meeting were approved 
as printed. 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Janet Hughes reported 
checking account balance of  $5,337.21; 
Savings account $5,148.35; for total assets of 
$10,485.86 (full report attached)  She reported 
she will not be at the Christmas Party due to 
upcoming surgery and that all expenses/receipts 
should be given to her as soon as possible and 
before December 31, to receive payment/credit.  
Beth Stodieck, acting as interim treasurer, will 
also take such forms at the Christmas Party. 

5. Membership:  Jody Pate reported 31 members in 
attendance with 1 guest, Carol Connor; 36 
members have paid 2009 dues. 

6. Vice President Pam Martinez distributed a 
questionnaire/survey/list of duties of 
officers/committee chairs for members to 

        indicate their preference for such  

        office(s) for the coming year. 
7. Christmas Party:  Kitty Bookout reported that 

everything has been prepared for the evening.  
Suzane Godley is accepting reservations for the 
party.  Sharlene King noted that—eating or 
not—members must register to attend; cost of 
dinner is $10.00. 

8. Sunshine: Jan McCleery’s father died; Mary 
Helen Horne’s mother died; Donna Altwein’s 
father-in-law died.  Also Jan’s sister is in 
serious physical condition at this time.  All 
members were encouraged to send cards.  
Connie Alexander is recovering from back 
surgery. 

9. Due to the annual fundraiser, there was no 
monthly raffle. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned to the evening’s program at 6:48 p.m. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  Sandra Perry 
  Recording Secretary 
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 Next Meeting January 26, 2009 
 

Next newsletter deadline is January 29, 2009 
newsletter@fwdecorativepainters.com 

 

Tole Tips 
 
When painting with crackle paint you can control the size of your cracks. Laying a thick coat of 
paint will produce large and spaced out cracks. Painting a thin coat of paint will give you small 
crackles that are closer together. 
 
www.magazinepricesearch.com will search all magazine websites for the best price on any 
magazine, including our painting ones.  It will then direct you to that site to purchase. 
 
 
Michaels coupons now exclude books, but they accept competitors coupons (Hobby Lobby and 
Joann’s), which do not exclude books. 


