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FWDP 

 

FORT WORTH DECORATIVE PAINTERS 
May 2009                                         VOLUME 24, Issue 5 

 

From the President 
Pam Martinez 

 
 In one way of measuring, half 
our year is gone and we are 
rocking along.   
 
Cindi Creswell provided a 
wonderful project at the April 
Chapter meeting.  Thank you, 
Cindi.  I have given two of my 

hand-painted handkerchiefs away.  The two 
recipients think I am so terrific. 
 
May customarily is our month to return Tacky 
Wood  (Carolyn has a great way to return and 
exchange our works of art).   
 
May is the month for our Wood and Book Sale.  
This is a prime way for us to support our chapter 
financially.  The more you and I bring and the more 
you and I buy the more fun it will be.  I cannot wait!  
Get out in that garage, under the bed and deep in 
those closets and pull out all that “stuff” you have 
been saving for a rainy day.  Ladies, the rainy day is 
here.   
 
This month at Chapter meeting we will be painting 
Memory Boxes.  Staff from Fort Worth Cooks 
Neonatal unit will be with us to help basecoat.  We 
had the opportunity to meet several staffers last 
year. They really made us feel that the small thing 
we do with Memory Boxes is so worthwhile.  Be 
sure to meet all of them.  The work they do is so 
important. 
 
We expect two visitors from Weatherford who plan 
to attend our meeting.  Be sure and make them feel 

welcome and answer their questions about our 
Chapter. 
 
Christmas Party Committee has been planning and 
working like crazy.  A summer date has been set to 
paint favors. 
 
Membership books are in work.  For the first time a 
copy may be available electronically.  We will be 
testing that out to see if it will work. 
 
Several other committees are still meeting to help 
our Chapter work more smoothly 
 
Congratulations to Becca Stodieck.  She has been 
“white-coated”.  I hope I got that term correct.  She 
is getting ever closer to being a fully licensed 
Pharmacist.  How exciting!  Soon we will have our 
own Drug Queen.  (Did I write that?) 
 

Remember, Until We Meet Again……. Happy 
Trails to you and Paint With a Happy Heart. 

Pam 
 
 

Historian 
 

As historian, I need for people to send 
me pictures from all the meetings this 
year to put in the year book. I haven't 

been able to come to many of the 
meetings so I don't have any pictures.  So 

please, please send pictures.   
 

Thanks, 
Sherida J D'Ambra 

Sharing through Painting 

 

Paint Night on May 9th for Memory Boxes has been canceled. 
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LIBRARY 
Greetings Ladies, 
I have a new DVD by Patricia Rawlinson that may 
interest the new members of our group. It is a four 
series set that takes you through basic brush strokes 
to finishes. An experienced painter may find it a 
little boring. Who knows you may learn something 
new! Remember there is a deposit to check out 
videos and DVDs. Your check will be returned 
when you return the material. Please inspect your 
home libraries and see who has the colored pencil 

books. Someone 'borrowed' it and forgot to sign it 
out. We have more than one, I'd appreciate that. The 
summer is coming and if you need some material to 
get you through the three months check something 
out. Some of us have UFO's and can't remember the 
pattern or if it had a pattern, so asking the group 
may bring results. 

Cindi 
 

  
Memory Boxes 

I'd like to thank everyone who came and painted up 
a storm at our last paint-in, they are all so 
wonderful. We will be canceling the next 
gathering on May 9th since it is so close to our 
meeting when we paint boxes as a group. I will be 
talking to Ms. Redmon about bringing her nurses to 
the May meeting. They are so eager to help in 
anyway they can and will be there to do our base-
coating.  
 
Cook's Children’s Hospital goes through about 125 
boxes a year if no big emergencies occur. 
Southwest Hospital has been minimal and Beth is 
working in Cleburne; her hospital bought the boxes 
we painted last time. I don't feel they have the 
demand as Cook's who receives patients from all 
over Texas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to give me the name of the artist 
that you used the design from, so we can 
acknowledge them. It helps me when you paint the 
inside and the bottom; it makes a more finished gift. 
We have just about run out of boxes from our 
“stash” we bought awhile back, so if you see any on 
sale or in clearance let me know.  
 
Remember to bring your regular painting supplies 
to the May meeting and if you have a simple pattern 
you would like to share don't hesitate.  Sharing your 
talent and time is a great gift, thank you. 

Cindi 
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May 
Sherida D'Ambra...10th  
Armida Guzman...13th  
Louise Smith...15th  
Sibyl Beasley...19th  
B.J. Swierk...25th  

June 
Cindi Creswell...3rd  
Debbie Findley...13th  
Connie Bartch...20th  
Suzane Godley...24th  
Vera Hudnell...29th  
 
July 
Joan Nichols...8th  
Judy Briscoe...14th  
Barbara Moore...18th  
Carolyn Martchenke.19th  
Mary Helen Horne...27th  
  
August 
Patty Turner...2nd  
Sharon Thompson...10th  
Connie Hudson...13th  
Bette Jo Kenaston...19th  
Sharlene King...19th  
Patricia Banell...20th  
Dustie Dancer...23rd  
Peggy Gilliland...24th  
Juanita Munoz...28th  
Donna Altwin      28th  
 

Membership News 
 

Happy May, decorative painters! 
I would like to encourage you to be 
thinking of a few things this summer: 
1.  How can we grow our chapter? Sure, 
it's great the way it is, but there are 
several people who used to be part of our 
chapter who have left ... and there are 
many more people who may want to join us - if 
only they knew more about us! 
2.  If you are signed up for FaceBook, I have 
created a group for us.  Look me up and I'll be your 
friend and direct you to the group. Just search 
for Suzanne White King and you'll see my picture.  
If you have no idea what FaceBook is, it's a social 
networking website that your kids or grandkids may 
already be a part of.  You can share photos, stories, 
join groups or causes ... all from the comfort of your 
own home.  All you need is an email address to sign 
up, it's FREE!  Just go to www.facebook.com and 
you can sign up and search for me. If you run into 
trouble, just email me at hesheking@yahoo.com 
and I'll be happy to help you.  This is not only a 
good way to promote our chapter, but a great way to 
re-connect with friends or family. 
3.  Do you know any former chapter members who 
might want to come back?  Make it a point to talk to 
them this summer and find out why they left.  
Maybe even encourage them to come back in 
September - they'd be in time for our fabulous 
Christmas party! 
  
The May meeting is a perfect time to bring guests 
with you, because they will be able to help us paint 
memory boxes and won't need to try to learn a new 
skill.  (As a beginner, I know it can be intimidating 
to learn a technique or project and try to get to 
know people at the same time.)  They will also be 
able to see some of the best activities our chapter 
does: Tacky Wood and the Wood & Book Sale. 
  
I already know of at least two guests who will be 
joining us for our next chapter meeting (besides the 
nurses from Cook Children's Hospital).  Can I get a 
couple of volunteers to sit with these new guests 
and make them feel at home and explain what's 
happening to them?  If you'd be willing to be a 

buddy to one of these ladies, please email me at 
hesheking@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 
  
I can't wait to see you all at our next chapter 
meeting! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Suzanne King 

VP Membership 
 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
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HOSPITALITY 
Tacky Wood Theme 

I would like to thank everyone that 
contributed to our April food table.  
We had such a wonderful variety of 
very good food and thanks to those 
who helped me set up. 
 

Donna Altwein 
will coordinate 
food for the May meeting. Our 
theme is “tacky wood”.  Bring 
one of your favorite “tacky 
wood” gifts for display on the 
food table.  We have had some 

wonderful items over the years – it will be fun to 
share the memories! 
 
In the theme of trying something new, instead of a 
sign up list, we are trying the “alpha-system”.  If 
your last name begins with I - Z, and you did not 
bring something in March or April, please plan to 
bring a covered dish that serves 10 -12 or drinks to 
the May meeting.  Contact Donna if you have any 
questions. 
 

We need a hostess for the September meeting. 
Will it be you?! 

 
Sharlene King 

April Hospitality Hostess 
 
 

Door Prizes 
 
Thanks to donors of April door prizes.  Mary Helen 
Horne, Anna Setford and Pam Martinez.  Lucky 
winners were Twila Reed, Juanita Munoz, Bettye 
Stevens and Pam Martinez. 
 
Jody Pate will contact those who have signed up to 
bring door prizes for the May meeting. 
 

Sharlene King for Jody Pate 
 
 
 

Tacky Wood 
 

Be sure to bring your painted Tacky Wood to our 
May meeting.......and bring it wrapped as usual.  
Instead of the usual Chinese Auction we are doing 
something new.  It is called "Mr. and Mrs. Wright." 
  Everyone who brought their Tacky Wood stands in 
a circle.  As I read a story about Mr. & Mrs. Wright, 
the gifts are passed to the "right" or to the "left."  
When he story ends, you keep whatever gift is in 
your hand.  It's a lot of fun so be sure to paint that 
Tacky Wood. 

Carolyn Martchenke 

 
 
 

The north Texas area has a new 
decorative painting chapter, Creative 
Artists of Texas which is located in 

Whitewright, Texas.  Please welcome this 
new chapter to the north Texas area.   For 

more information, please contact Bette Thompson 
at 903-364-2303 or looksterrific@myrhinomail.com 

 

The artist club has discontinued the affiliate 
program that paid our chapter a percentage of orders 
placed through our web site. 

 
 

Thanks a million to all of you for the good thoughts, 
prayers and kind words before, during and after the 
birth of my newest grandchild. It was an ordeal and 
the outcome couldn’t have been better. Thank you 
also to those that took on the burden of my Seminar 
Chairman position while I was gone. The Kathy 
George seminar was really a good one from what I 
have heard and I owe it to the gracious members 
that stepped in for me and did a great job. Our new 
baby, Lander Everett-James Searles is two months 
old and doing great. My daughter is also doing well 
and is back at work. Thanks again to all of our 
caring members. 

Donna Altwein 
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Ways and Means – Annual 
 

! ! ! ! WOOD AND BOOK SALE! ! ! !  
 

It’s that time!  Time for all bargain seekers, art 
supply junkies, shop-a-holics and yes, even you 
normal folks, to come grab the bargains!   If you 
haven’t started digging through your treasures to 
find items to donate, please start now.   Set back 
that change you get everyday when you grab a 
coffee or croissant and, by the time our meeting gets 
here, you’ll have a whole HUNK of change to 
spend!   Remember, this is one of the big fund 
raising projects we do to pay for all our fun so I 
hope you will all dig deep and come prepared to 
buy it cheap!   Please have your items priced, 
except for books, packets and magazines.  Those 
will be sold at set prices unless you have something 
special that you feel needs to be prices specially.   
Items left at the end of the evening can be returned 
to you or will be saved for tacky wood or donated to 
charity.  If you’d like to get rid of those magazines, 
packets and books ahead of time, you can drop them 
by my house anytime.  Call if you have questions.   

RAFFLE QUILT 
 

Barring a catastrophe, the photos and tickets for the 
Raffle Quilt will be handed out at the May meeting 
so you’ll be able to sell them all summer.  Each 
member will be given 24 tickets to sell at our usual 
rates, $1 each or 6 for $5.   If you won’t be able to 
join us at the May meeting, please arrange for 
someone to pick up your tickets so the Chapter can 
save postage.  The painted blocks are amazing!   I 
knew our painting friends wouldn’t let us down and 
I was right!  I can’t wait for you to see it!���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth Stodieck 
 
 
 

Monthly Raffle 
 

I want to thank everyone that has responded to my 
pleas for donations.  My sign up sheet is beginning 
to look almost full, (I will always have room for one 
more.)  Thank you to Mary Helen, B.J., and Sandra 
for bringing items in April and with Bettejoe's 
basket and Beth's book I was able to put together a 
multiple donor item for the fourth piece.  Thank you 
all. 
  
For May I have Janet Hughes (I have your piece,) 
LaRue Hughes, Sharlene King, and B.J. Swierk 
signed up to bring items.  We are off June, July, and 
August, but I will give you a heads up on 
September.....Bettejoe, Judy Wallis, and Pat Banell 
are signed up so far.  I would like to have at least 

one more item in September, two would be even 
better to kick off the last half of the year. 
 
I told you I would keep you up to date on how much 
we have made on the raffle.  Year to date we have 
made $238.50 it would be nice to break the $300.00 
mark before the summer break, so I'm counting on 
you all.  If you would like to bring an item in May 
or September or October or November please let me 
know.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the 
meeting.  

             Dusti 
            817-696-9292 

                thedust@airmail.net 

Dusti and her assistant drawing 
winning raffle tickets at the April 
meeting. 
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                           2009 Christmas Party - Mrs. Santa’s Kitchen 
 

Plans are underway to make December 14, 2009, an unforgettable FWDP Christmas Party.  
Raffle items for the tables will be painted with your kitchen in mind.   

 
At the September meeting you will have a chance to sign up for the food you would like to 
bring as this is to be a covered dish/pot luck dinner.  The early days at General Dynamics 
(Lockheed/Martin) the Chapter had covered dish dinners for the Christmas Party.  With the 
Mrs. Santa’s Kitchen theme it was thought it would be fun for members to bring in the food.  
Since Mrs. Santa’s spouse goes to each country of the world on Christmas Eve, it was thought 
international foods would be fun.  Get details in September! 
 

A Chapter Fund Raiser - Silent Auction will continue. Members are requested to paint 
items for the auction.  Also a large basket has been donated which will be filled with brushes, 
paint and other supplies.  Please feel free to bring one or more of your favorite painting items 
in May and/or September to be part of the “Christmas Painting Basket”.   See Carolyn    
Martchenke about your donation(s).  

 
The Annual Gifts of Five will again be part of the activities.  Make your plans now to paint 
five gifts – the same or all different – to exchange with other members.  Those that bring 
five gifts will take home five gifts.  These can be ornaments, table runners, fabric items, 
wood or cloth stockings, greeting cards, glass plates painted with any medium from oil, 
acrylic, watercolors, color pencils, fabric paints, glass paint, etc.  
Please be sure to sign your name and date on all five gifts. 

 
Ornament Exchange  An annual fun part of the party is the 
exchange of Christmas ornaments.  This year everyone is 
asked to find a miniature or child size kitchen item on which 
to paint.  That could be a wooden rolling pin (Michaels) or 
an old metal spoon (antique store) or wooden spoon 
(hardware store) or something from your own kitchen catch-
all drawer.  What fun to be creative! 

     
Also Mrs. Santa would like to know your favorite cookie 
recipe.  So watch for details on making cookies for a 
cookie exchange.  It was great fun the year the theme was 
Ginger bread People.  

 
Have any questions? Contact:  Yvonne Lowrie, 

Carolyn Martchenke or  Louise Smith 
 

There will be a painting day for favors and 
other needs on Saturday, July 18, 10 AM, 

Prevent Blindness Texas. 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING  

OF THE FORT WORTH DECORATIVE PAINTERS CHAPTER 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING, FORT WORTH DECORATIVE PAINTERS 
April 20, 2009, Fort Worth Botanic Garden 

 
The meeting was opened at 6:38 p.m. by the president, Pam Martinez; secretary was  
present.  Following items of business were discussed: 
 

1. Minutes of the March meeting were approved 
on motion from Sharlene King, with second. 

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Janet Hughes gave the 
following report:  checking acct.:  $5,028.34;  
savings:  $5,175.06; total assets of $10,203.40. 

3. Membership:  31 members were in attendance; 
no visitors. 

4. Christmas Party:  Yvonne Lowrie reported plans 
are moving along; will have the regular Gifts of 
Five; name tags; silent auction; cookie 
exchange; ornament exchange; raffle of 
centerpieces; second Monday, Dec. 14, 2009.  
She also announced that Pat Waymon, former 
member, was having a two-weekend sale of 
painting items, etc., Denison, TX. 

5. Tacky Wood:  Carolyn Martchenke reminded 
members to finish their pieces and bring them 
back to the May meeting for exchange.  She also 
had scrapbooks from 2003, 2006 & 2007 
available for viewing. 

6. Memory Boxes:  Cindi Creswell displayed the 
boxes that have been returned tonight; will have 
a paint-in at Prevent Blindness on May 9, 5-9 
p.m. for painting boxes; nurses from hospital 
will be present at May meeting to help basecoat 
boxes. 

7. Library:  Creswell reported she has several Pat 
Rawlins DVDs available for checkout. 

8. Wood and Book Sale:  Beth Stodieck has 
received many books for the sale; asked that 
wood items be priced before the May meeting. 

9. Annual Fundraiser:  Stodieck reported she is in 
the process of quilting the quilt. 

10. Gifts for Presidents’ Reception, SDP 
Convention:  Nancy Genetti will be 
coordinating.  Martinez has the items/with 

patterns to be painted and returned at the May 
meeting. 

11. Sunshine:  Jody Pate fell and is absent tonight; 
Peggy Gilliland is in rehab after hip replacement 
surgery; Janet Hughes and Armida Guzman are 
recovering and were present; 3 members have 
recently become new grandmothers. 

12. Raffle Items:  were won by Vera Hudnall, Betty 
Stevens, Juanita Munoz, and Yvonne Lowrie. 

13. Door Prizes:  in the absence of Pate, Sharlene 
King distributed them. 

14. Hospitality:  Martinez thanked Sharlene King 
for hosting tonight; King in turn thanked those 
who had brought refreshments.  Asked for 
volunteers to host the table for May, October 
and November. 

 
Other Business: 
 
1. Martinez announced that Artist’s Club is no 

longer giving discounts for chapters. 
2. Yellow Rose Chapter is having a seminar with 

several spots that have become available, if 
anyone is interested in attending. 

3. The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. to the 
painting led by Cindi Creswell. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sandra Perry 
Recording Secretary 
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PROGRAMS - “A Year of Holidays” & Other Important D ates 
 
May 18 Paint Memory Boxes 
 Wood/Book Sale 
 Return Tacky Wood for Exchanging 
 

June 16-20 SDP Annual Conference & Expo in Peoria, IL 
 
July 18 Christmas Party Paint Day 

at Prevent Blindness, 10am 
July 21 – 25 Houston Art Expo 
 
August 10 – 15  HOOT Convention in Columbus, OH 
August 22 Summer paint-in at Prevent Blindness office 

taught by Beth Stodieck 
August 24 Board Meeting, 6pm at Prevent Blindness 
 
September 21 Make-It-Take-It taught by Mary Jo Jung 
September 23-26 Tole Country in Oklahoma City, OK 
September 28 Board Meeting, 6pm at Prevent Blindness 
 
October 19 Halloween project taught by Connie Alexander 
October 26 Board Meeting, 6pm at Prevent Blindness 
 
November 16 Christmas project taught by Mary Ann Rice 
 

December 14 Christmas Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Board 
Pam Martinez, President 
Carolyn Martchenke, President Elect/V.P. Programs 
Suzanne King, Membership 
Sandra Perry, Secretary 
Janet Hughes, Treasurer 
 
Christmas Party, Yvonne, Carolyn, Louise 
Directory: Beth Stodieck 
Door Prizes: Jody Pate 
Historian: Sherida D’Ambra 
Library: Cindi Creswell 
Make it/Take it: Mary Jo Jung 
 

 
Memory Boxes: Cindi Creswell 
Newsletter - Sharlene King 
Parliamentarian: Yvonne Lowrie 
Publicity: Carolyn Martchenke 
Seminars: Donna Altwein 
Summer Paint In: Beth Stodieck 
Sunshine: Vera Hudnall 
Telephone: Mary Ann Rice 
Ways & Means/Monthly: Dusti Dancer 
Ways & Means/Annual: Beth Stodieck 
Web Mistress: Suzane Godley 

For Sale 
 

Mannequins - great for displaying painted shirts 
2 - ½ body for sale – 1 woman, 1 man 
$10 each 

Contact Sharlene King for more info 

Member Websites 
 

www.JudyBriscoeDesigns.com 
 

nancygenetti.com 
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Society of Decorative Painters News 
 

Have you been to decorativepainters.org lately?  
Membership in the Society has changed many lives, provided opportunity for lasting friendships and fun. Think 
of all the people you would not have met and all you would not have learned if you were not part of this 
international organization.  
 
You will find discounts and activities that SDP has negotiated just for members. There are free patterns, an 
online boutique with logo shirts, charms & bags, and other opportunities. Want to challenge yourself? 
Investigate the Certification Program or learn to be a better teacher by enrolling in the Teacher Development 
Program 

 

Sister Chapter News 
 

Decorative Painting Cruise with Yellow Rose Chapter of Dallas departing January 24, 2010. 
 
A 7 Day Painting Cruise On The Royal Caribbean – Voyager Of The Seas Departing Galveston 
Ports: Roatan, Honduras, Costa Maya And Cozumel, Mexico 
Great Classes – Come paint with Kathleen Macomber, Lorelle Bacon, Sue Bowers, Doris Woodruff, Sharron 
White, Jo Lutness, Naomi Brown And Nancy Genetti.  
(Pictures of classes available on our website) www.yellowrosechapter.com  
Contact – Rory Morgan, Cruise Committee Chair: yrc2010cruise@yahoo.Com or rorylm@earthlink.net 
 
 
Southern Gardenia Tolers in Lafayette, Louisiana 
Bobbie Campbell Seminar on June 6th & 7th, 2009 
$45/day or $80/2 days 
Contact Martha Brown at grannymb@bellsouth.net or 337/331-0028 
Deposit is $10, Full payment due May 15, 2009 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Next Meeting is September 28, 2009 
 

Next newsletter deadline is August 24, 2009 
newsletter@fwdecorativepainters.com 

 


