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From the President         “Art and Soul”       by Donna Altwein

 

Well Fall is upon us even if the weather thinks 
otherwise.  I really missed all of you by missing the 
Sept. meeting but have been told the Make-It-Take-
It project was wonderful.  Thanks, Louise.  Thank 
you too, Pam, for doing such a great job taking my 
place.  October should bring us some cooler 
weather and will bring us a great new technique 
from Beth Stodieck. 
 
As inquiries go out from Pam Martinez for next 
year’s committee chairmen, please consider doing 
something new that you haven’t done in the past or 
if you haven’t been a committee chair, please 
consider doing so. Like all chapters we have gotten 
in somewhat of a rut in that the same people are 
doing the same jobs year after year.  This next year 
there will be a lot of vacancies and lots of 
opportunity to put a different focus on the way 
things are done. We can all learn new trick, I 
promise.  So pitch in and help keep our chapter 
running smoothly. 
 
As I came home from a wonderful few days at Tole 
Country in Oklahoma City, I realized how true the 
quote above was. We communicate so many things 
between teacher and pupil, artists and those 
observing their work, and between chapter members 

and other artists. The best lessons I learned at Tole 
Country had nothing to do with the actual class I 
was taking but in the talking back and forth or in 
answering questions from those people outside the 
conference as I did with one of the waiters in our 
hotel. I was very proud to talk to them about our 
Chapter and the artwork we do. By attending 
conferences like Tole Country, we not only support 
Tole and Decorative painting but also keep 
communication between worldwide teachers and 
chapter members open.  I learned so much more 
than the project technique.  There is so much 
information to be had from other chapter members, 
teachers that have traveled the world teaching and 
even suppliers that have exhibits.  They all are so 
giving in their communication with artists.  I would 
encourage anyone who wants to learn what our art 
is about and meet the people, like us, that love it to 
make plans to attend Tole Country next year.  It is 
our closest and most inexpensive venue and is done 
by chapters just like us. It is also so much fun.  Just 
ask someone who went and there will be tons of 
funny stories about the goings on.  
 
Let’s keep those lines of communication open and 
paint with love. 

Donna 

 

“Art is a technique of 
communication. The image is 
the most complete technique 

of all communication.”  
 

Claus Oldenburg 
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